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After a revision of the Palaearctic, Oriental and Australian-Pacific 
species of the genus Prostomis Latreille 1825 (SCHAWALLER 1991, 1992, 
1993) 20 species are known from that area. Additional species occur 
in South Africa and North America. FAUVEL (1903) recorded without 
any comment or description Prostomis pacifica Fairmaire 1881 from 
New Caledonia, which was described from the Fidjii Archipelago. The 
first material which I received from New Caledonia, however, revealed 
that this insular population belongs to another species which is 
described herein as a supplement to the previous papers. 


The species of Prostomis are quite uniform and can be distinguished 
mainly by the shape of the jugular processes (not sexually dimorphic), 
and, to a lesser extent, by the structure of the aedeagus. All other 
characters (proportions, punctation, form of the mandibles) are quite 
variable and of minor taxonomic value. Thus, the description is relatively 
short treating only diagnostic characters. 
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Prostomis novacaledonica n.sp. 
Holotype (3d): New Caledonia, no date given, leg. GAMBEY (MSNG). 
Paratypes (sex not examined): Together with holotype, 3 ex. (MSNG). 


Derivatio nominis: Named after the archipelago New Caledonia. 
The type series was previously labelled as "Prostomis caledonicus (sic), 
teste GROUVELLE" (never published). Caledonia is the Latin name for 
the European Scotland and should not be used for this insular 
population on the other side of the globe. 


Diagnosis: Jugular processes asymmetrical, left process distinctly 
longer, right process rounded at the tip, left process at the tip with 
a knob-like dilatation (which can be seen more distinctly in lateral 
view); inner side of both processes slightly sinuate, outer side without 
hooks and/or teeth (figs 1-2). Mandibles laterally at the base with an 
earlike dilatation (fig. 3). Aedeagus fig. 4. Body lenght: 7.5-8.3 mm. 


Remarks: Prostomis novacaledonica n.sp. can be distinguished from 
P pacifica Fairmaire 1881 (Fidjii Archipelago) and P. samoensis Arrow 
1927 (Samoa Archipelago) by the shape of the jugular processes. In 
the new species, the left process has a specific dilatation at the tip, 
in the two other Pacific species the processes are more or less finger- 
like rounded at the tip. The aedeagi can not be compared because 
their structure is hitherto unknown in pacifica and samoensis. 


The phylogenetic relations of the species within Prostomzs are still 
unknown, the different specific shapes of the jugular processes cannot 
yet be arranged in an evolutionary scheme. For such a phylogenetical 
point of view, more morphological characters and the biological 
significance of these structures should be known. 
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A NEW SPECIES OF PROSTOMIS LATREILLE FROM NEW CALEDONIA 


ABSTRACT 


Prostomis novacaledonica n.sp. is described from New Caledonia, it can be 
distinguished from the congeners by the specific dilatation at the tip of the left 
jugular process. 
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Fig. 1-4: Prostomis novacalendonica n.sp. - 1. jugular processes from ventral (scale 1.0 
mm); 2. left jugular process from lateral (dorsal side right) in 2 specimens 
(scale 1.0 mm); 3. mandibles from dorsal (scale 1.0 mm); 4. aedeagus of the 
holotype (scale 0.2 mm). 


